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Agenda, as of 10/12/2018 

 Course learning objective(s):  
To provide an annual forum to consider topical issues related to wrongful convictions and answer the 

questions: Why do wrongful convictions occur, and what can be done to reduce the likelihood of wrongful 
convictions, by among other things, looking into case studies of actual innocence, and at forensic issues. 

File 

No.:  File Length Presentation 

01:  01:02:24 Actual Innocence 101 & The Post-Brady World 
Bill Wirskye, Collin County District Attorney’s Office, McKinney, TX 

02:  01:42:49 Interrogation Techniques & The Impact on Vulnerable Populations: 
Does The System Promote Wrongful Convictions? 
Laura Nirider, Northwestern University Pritzker School of Law, Chicago, IL 

03:  01:36:44 Current Trends in Forensic Science 
Lynn Garcia, Texas Forensic Science Commission, Austin, TX 

04:  00:58:28 Case Law & Legislative Update 
Gary Udashen, Udashen & Anton, Dallas, TX 

05:  01:11:09 Conviction Integrity Unit Roundtable 
Bill Wirskye, Collin County District Attorney’s Office, McKinney, TX (Moderator) 
Patrick Ballantyne, Bexar County District Attorney’s Office, San Antonio, TX  
Dawn Boswell, Tarrant County Criminal District Attorney’s Office, Fort Worth, TX  
Gerald Doyle, Harris County District Attorney’s Office, Houston, TX  
Cynthia Garza, Dallas County District Attorney’s Office, Dallas, TX 

06:  00:49:59 Forensics & The Problem of The Shared Brain 
Thomas Ashworth, Collin County District Attorney’s Office, McKinney, TX 
Dawn Boswell, Tarrant County District Attorney’s Office, Fort Worth, TX 

07:  00:43:44 Inadvertent Non-disclosures 
Patrick Ballantyne, Bexar County District Attorney’s Office, San Antonio, TX 

08:  00:49:01 The Problem of Wrongful Convictions from a Discipline Perspective 
Laura Bayouth Popps, State Bar of Texas, Austin, TX 

09:  00:56:05 A Law Enforcement Perspective 
Richard Smith, Kansas City Police Department, Kansas City, MO 


